
Year 9 Options 2021

Information on 
Key Stage 4 

Courses



What do I have to study in Year 10/11?

English
GCSE English 

Language

GCSE English 
Literature

Mathematics

GCSE Mathematics

Science

One of the following

• Combined Science
• Triple Science

Religious 
Studies

GCSE Philosophy and 
Ethics 

Core PE
PSHE & 

Citizenship



The English Baccalaureate
• English GCSE
• Maths GCSE
• 2 x Science GCSE
• 1 x GCSE French or Spanish
• 1 x GCSE Geography or History

All at 5 grade or above = 



English and Maths

• It is essential that every student gets the highest 
grade they can in GCSE English and maths

• Students who do not achieve at least a grade 5 in 
English and Maths GCSEs are likely to be required 
to continue to study these subjects post 16



Things to Consider

Do consider:
• What do I enjoy?
• What am I good at?
• What do I want to do 

post-16
a) Sixth form?
b) College?
c) Apprenticeship?

• Choose a good range 
of subjects

Do not consider:
• Choosing subjects just 

to be with friends
• Choosing subjects 

because “I like/don’t 
like the teacher”



Points to Consider



Reformed GCSEs

• Introduced over three years from September 2015

• Graded from 9 to 1 ( 9 is the top grade)

• Linear courses with exams at the end of year 11

• More demanding content and less non-exam 
assessment



Reformed GCSEs



Options Pathways
There are four options pathways, which are 
designed to suit and meet each individual 
student’s needs. All students must follow one of,

• EBacc plus Triple Science and STEM 
enrichment

• EBacc
• EBacc Plus
• Non-EBacc.



Options Pathways



Options Pathways

Ebacc plus Triple Science and STEM enrichment

• French or Spanish (or another approved language)

• Geography or History

• Triple Science/STEM enrichment

• One further subject choice



Options Pathways

EBacc

• French or Spanish (or another approved language)

• Geography or History

• Two further subject choices



Options Pathways

EBacc Plus

• French or Spanish (or another approved language)

• Geography or History

• EBacc  subject support sessions

• One further subject choice



Options Pathways

Non-EBacc with additional English and/or Maths

• French or Geography or History or Spanish

• Additional support sessions in English and/or 
Maths

• Two further subject choices



Options Pathways

• Based on the school’s progress and other 
data for each student, they will be guided to 
consider an appropriate pathway

• These are included on each student’s 
personalised Options Choice Form

 





Next steps
• Families will receive an email tomorrow to register to use 

SIMS Options Online
• Families can either

i. Complete option choices online by Wednesday 3rd 
March

ii. Request an options interview and complete the option 
choices online straight afterwards

• Individual interviews will begin during week commencing 
Monday 8th March

• Individual interviews are not necessary where there is 
accord regarding the guided pathway



Next steps

● To request an options interview - email 
examinations@qegschool.org.uk 

● To enquire about community languages - email 
examinations@qegschool.org.uk 

● To enquire regarding recommended pathways - email 
examinations@qegschool.org.uk 

mailto:examinations@qegschool.org.uk
mailto:examinations@qegschool.org.uk
mailto:examinations@qegschool.org.uk


Option Choice Follow-Up

• Timetabling constraints may force 
minor changes

• Families will be contacted if first 
preferences  cannot be accommodated 
– this is to agree alternative choices.



OPTION CHOICE CONFIRMATION

• Final letters issued to students with their 
options offer - after Easter

• No changes in September



Information available on the school website
● Overview of KS4 Options Process 2021

● ‘How to use SIMS Options Online’ helpsheet

● SIMS Options Online Demonstration Video

● For each subject
○ Subject overview video
○ Subject information sheet
○ Subject FAQs







Using SIMS Options Online
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Using SIMS Options Online
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Using SIMS Options Online



Opportunities to ask questions
● Any general questions about the options 

process can be asked now

● Questions relating to individual subjects should 
be directed to the relevant subject lead

● FAQs and video overviews are available for 
each subject on the school website


