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INSIDE THIS EDITION: 

Celebrating 100 years of 

Votes for Women 

Minister visits QEGS 

QEGS students make a 

BIG BANG! 

Will you step up to the 

Rock Challenge? 

Could Oprah trump the 

President? 

Fly back to Neverland... 

Are you Wonder Woman 

or Black Widow?  

AI: innovation or the end 

of humanity?  

Look to the Stars: what 

does 2018 hold for you? 

 

This magazine is written by QE Girls for QE 

Girls. In it youôll find every type of item - from 

photo-journalism, news and serious opinion 

pieces to funny quizzes & satirical cartoons. 

Our aim is to tell you something new, show you 

what a brilliant school we go to, and make you 

laugh. We hope you enjoy reading it.  

Journalism Club is open to everyone - so do 

come along to Room 214 on Tuesdays after 

school. 
Which 

teacher did 

this bonny 

baby grow up 

to be? (p.19) 
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Fontaine Mica ran a 

Badminton Masterclass  

Raft building 

at PGL Camp  

Ministers Visit QEGS  

Year 11 STEM water 

engineering challenge  

Yasmine at the Jack 

Petchey Speak Out Challenge  

Rock Challenge  Visit to The Houses of Parliament  

This Term in Pictures  
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Year 9 Big Bang Fair  

Students spent a freezing day navigating 

the countryside for their DofE Award  

The Mayor of Barnet was presented with a 

cheque from Year 9 for Homeless Action in Barnet.  

Geographers in Iceland studying plate tectonics and use of geothermal energy.  

GCSE Spanish 

Conference  

Legal Eagles win at 

mock Trials at 

Highbury & Islington 

Magistratesô Courts. 

Dry Ski Slope 

practice  

Peter Pan 

Performance  
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By Sienna Siu 10MNA 

Rewinding History: 1918  
Womenôs rights to vote! 

A 
t Q.E, we 
can vote for 
who we 
want in 

school council and our 
own mini general 
election. The point Iôm 
trying to make is that 
we have the 
opportunity, as young 
women, to vote and to 
state our positions on 
matters in the school.  
 
But 100 years ago that 
wasnôt the case for 
women like us, we were pictured wearing aprons 
and caring for the young. However that wasnôt the 
case with a group of dedicated women wanting to 
change this mindset and let women vote. I think 
it's time to rewind history again. 
 
Just first, who were the Suffragettes? Originally 
known as the Suffragists, they were an 
organisation of active women who rebelled against 
the government, protesting for the right to vote for 
women in public elections. At first this was made 
up of middle class women, but as they needed 
more support, they rallied women from all aspects 
of society. This brought the gap between classes 
closer. They tried desperately to gain votes outside 

parliament so that their bill could be passed as an 
official law.   
 
Now letôs press on our remotes, and go to 1897. 
The National Union of Womenôs Suffrage 
Societies was formed, but their nickname was the 
Suffragists. Using peaceful techniques, they tried 
to petition to allow women to vote in political 
events. Their leader, Millicent Fawcett, strongly 
believed that if the organisation looked 
professional, intelligent and law-abiding (for 
now), then they could show to everyone that they 
were responsible enough to be involved with 
politics and voting.  The idea of peaceful protest 
was to project a civilised image and be taken 
seriously, however  peaceful methods of 
protesting donôt always get results  
 
Small actions, like gently lobbying  MPs, would 
go unnoticed with bigger and more confident 
crowds of people. The Suffragistsô identity went 
unnoticed by such a domineering society so their 
impact would be pointless if no one noticed them, 
let alone listening to their arguments. That could 
be why we donôt initially remember the 
Suffragists. Even though many members of 
parliament were won over, there still wasnôt 
enough votes to allow the law to be passed by the 
1900s. 
 
Although, I've mentioned her briefly, Millicent 
Garrett Fawcett played a vital leadership role for 
womenôs rights to vote. Fawcettôs attention was 
not only on politics but on the struggle to improve 
womenôs access to higher education. After hearing 
a speech from a radical MP, John Stuart Mill, 
speaking about equal rights for women, she felt 
greatly inspired and decided to get involved in his 
campaign, eventually creating the Suffragists.  

100 years ago this February women were granted the right 
to vote. But the path to voting wasnôt a smooth one. There 
were two bands of women leading the calls for change; the 
suffragists and the suffragettes. Sienna Siu explains.  

aƛƭƭƛŎŜƴǘ CŀǿŎŜǧΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

{ǳũǊŀƎŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
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ñI cannot say I became a Suffragist. I always was 
one.ò Millicent Garrett Fawcett. 
 
As the Suffragists continued to protest in 
nonviolent ways, Emmeline Pankhurst, a former 
suffragist, had enough of these soft methods and 
decided to break away from the Suffragists. She 
personally set up a separate society. This was 
known as the Womenôs Social and Political Union. 
The Daily Mail gave them their name: the 
Suffragettes! They were a separate group of 
women who believed that their actions speak 
louder than their words. Donôt worry, theyôre not 
against the Suffragists as both organisations had 
the same aim, to gain votes for women!  
 
ñDeeds not words!ò Motto for Suffragettes in 
1912. 
 
To get their point across, some Suffragettes took 
some drastic actions compared to the Suffragistsô 
peaceful ways. This included planting bombs, 
smashing shop windows and chaining themselves 
to the railings of buildings. In 1913 Emily 
Davison, a determined suffragette, threw herself at 
a horse race and died. All for the sake for womenôs 
rights to vote. However they gained peopleôs 
support and sympathy as some suffragettes were 
jailed for their actions. This was frowned upon by 
men for acting so rebellious.  You could say that 
the Suffragettes were the Katniss Everdeen (from 
the Hunger Games) of the early 20th century. 

However the Suffragettesô chaotic actions gave 
their campaign the identity they needed. Which 
was the problem for the Suffragists. With both 
organisations working hard, their message drew 
lots of attention including more support from 
people in parliament. 

There was one final problem that the Suffragettes 
had to deal with. World War One broke out in 
1914. The governmentôs attention 
shifted greatly on to war which 
meant votes for women were put 
on hold. But they werenôt going to 
sit back after all their hard work. 
As men had to fight in the war, the 
women did all the work that the 
men shouldôve done like building 
machinery and farming. As the 
war ended in 1918, the 
government was so gratified with 
the womenôs work and effort, that 
it passed the law.  
 
February 1918 - Women over 30 were entitled 
to vote. 
 
The impact that the Suffragettes and Suffragists 
made gave us the right to vote now, even though 
itôs been 100 years since then. We should give 
thanks ,as women, that we can have our say in 
political events. Yes we may be a bit too young to 
vote for now but who knows, in the future weôll be 
placing our ballot in a box. And itôs all thanks to 
the work of dedicated women. 

9Ƴƛƭȅ 5ŀǾƛǎƻƴ ǘƘǊŜǿ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƻǊǎŜΣ мфмо 
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F 
orget Trump. 

The next 

President of 

the United 

States could be the successful actor, 

author, entrepreneur, and humanitarian, 

who transformed the television talk show 

- yes, Oprah Winfrey.  

At this yearôs Oscars, she delivered a moving 

speech that brought men and women in the audience 

to their feet. In the speech, she spoke about how 

women can be anything they want to be, and how 

she had always tried her best, ñIn my career, what 

I've always tried my best to do, whether on 

television or through film, is to say something about 

how men and women really behave.ò 

Following this speech, everyone had thought that 

Winfrey might run for president of the US. And 

that she might win ï one poll found 48% of US 

voters would choose Winfrey, with 38% voting 

for Trump. 

Has America lost their minds? Or are they 

coming to their senses? All 

Winfrey did was give an 

acceptance speech for a lifetime-

achievement award. A good 

speech, yes ð ñFor too long, 

women have not been heard or 

believed, if they dare speak the 

truth to the power of those menò ð 

but just a speech. 

Oprah has many star-qualities that even surpass 

Trumpôs. Her name is widely recognised, as well as 

being well-liked. However, some people are already 

begging Winfrey not to run. America shouldnôt be a 

place where celebrity is an essential for politics, and 

America definitely doesnôt need another political 

novice in the White House. 

Responding to the buzz, President Trump on 

Tuesday said Winfreyôs proposed campaign would 

be ñlots of fun.ò ñI did one of her last shows. ... I 

like Oprah. I donôt think sheôs going to run,ò he 

said. 

While she lacks experience in politics, her career 

path demonstrates that she is an exceptionally 

talented individual with an ability to inspire, lead, 

and create, and change isnôt a bad thing to many 

voters on the left and right. She has also proven to 

be a force in presidential politics in the past ï she 

supported Obamaôs campaign. While celebrity 

endorsements have historically been relatively 

ineffective in swaying votes, Oprah has been the 

exception to the rule. 

Personally, I think Oprah should run for president, 

as people will take her seriously, because of who 

she is, she also has an ability to inspire, lead, 

and create. She uses her speech to 

address important issues, and 

uses television to make her 

voice, and the voices of 

others 

heard. Itôs 

about time 

we had a strong, 

independent and intelligent 

woman leading the way and 

encouraging young women to 

admire and respect. 

Could Oprah 

be the Next 

President? 

by Mina Ali 10PKI 
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O 
N 5th February the Minister for 

the Constitution (Parliamentary 

Secretary in the Cabinet Office), 

Chloe Smith, visited our school 

along with Theresa Villiers, the Member of 

Parliament for Chipping Barnet. 

The visit coincided with the 100 year 

anniversary of the enfranchisement of 

women.  The students spoke eloquently, sharing 

what they had learned in school regarding 

democracy, the electoral system and the history 

of events leading to the Responsible Persons Act 

1918.  They also shared their views on how to 

engage youth with government and the 

constitution. 

Theresa Villiers and Chloe 

Smith met with Mrs 

Walker and a number teachers and students. The 

two MPs gave speeches acknowledging the 

significance of the commemorations. Afterwards 

the students talked about the work they had been 

doing on democratic engagement as part of their 

studies.  

Theresa Villiers said ñIt has been a real honour 

to be able to visit the QE Girlsô school as part of 

the Vote 100 celebrations. The fantastic work 

that the students at QE Girlsô School have done 

around democratic engagement serves as a 

tribute to those who campaigned for the right of 

women to have their voices heard.ò 

ñIt was a very informative morningò  

Morgan Thompkins, 10MBE 

ñIt was really 

interesting as I learnt 

about 100 years of 

womenôs rights.ò  

Yan Lee, 8HWN 

ñHonestly it was a great 

opportunity to meet 

powerful women who 

have inspired me.ò  

Nana Minta, VBE 

ñI think itôs inspirational to 

see a woman in power and 

makes you think that as a 

woman, you can do it!ò  

Trixie Smith, 9ERI 

Commemoration       

Day this year is on  

Friday 11th May. 

Celebrating 130 years of 

QEGS.  
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We participated in Rock Challenge this 

year. Rock Challenge is a dance 

competition between different secondary 

schools and you and your school chooses 

a theme for the dance.  

We focused on Humanity and the problems 

facing the world today, such as Terrorism, 

Refugees, Police Brutality, Protests, LGBTQ 

Rights and Harassment. Our choreographer, 

Jenny, choreographed the majority of our 

dance, with our input. Overall, we really 

recommend Rock Challenge to anyone who 

loves dancing or gymnastics. Itôs a really 

amazing experience and you will get to meet 

great people who love dancing too! 

by Vanessa, Zavin, Hillary and Nana, 8VBE 


